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" Personally I was never in favour of the Speaker's Con-
ference and declined to have any share in it.
" Yours sincerely,
" EDWARD CARSON."
The resolution enclosed expressed the reasonable view that
the time was not opportune for such changes; that Parliament
had been prolonged beyond its legal term for the prosecution of
the war and not for such contentious measures, and that no pro-
posals for Franchise Reform and Redistribution which did not
include Ireland should be submitted to the Parliament of the
United Kingdom. And Carson at the same time placed his office
at the disposal of the Prime Minister.
It must have occurred to Mr. Lloyd George that the support
of the Irish Nationalists would be a very useful balance against
the possible loss of a hundred Conservative votes in the House
of Commons.
However that may be, it is certain that when Ireland was de-
bated again (on the 22nd March, 1917) Mr. Bonar Law on behalf
of the Government announced: " We have decided that, in
spite of the risks, it is worth while for us, on our own respon-
sibility, in some way or another to make another attempt."1
The method was left vague; and we may take it that Carson
was exhorted to contribute his ideas to this new attempt at
" settlement."
Among Carson's papers there is a typewritten memorandum
on Admiralty paper marked Secret, which begins in the following
way:
" In view of the recent Debate in the House of Commons on
Mr. O'Connor's motion, and the present situation, I feel it ifty
duty to see if it is possible to make any further step to advance a
settlement of the Home Rule question."
Now the debate on Mr. O'Connor's motion was on the 7t&
March; the second debate (on Sir Henry DaMePs motion) was
on the 22nd March. We may take it, then, that this memorandum
was written by Sir Edward Carson some time between the 7th
and 22nd March, 1917.
To judge by the way the paper is scored over and corrected,
J           i ParL Deb., H. of C., vol. xci., c, 2187.